
 

 

 

 

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 
 

SAT 04TH JUNE 

 

12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

WED 15TH JUNE 6:30pm & BBQ 

SUN 26TH JUNE 

 

12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30  Advanced ONLY 
 

NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

WED 06TH JULY 6:30pm & BBQ 

 

For more information go to the website 
www.wgbka.org.uk 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

I urge everyone to check their colonies for stores as many are very short and on the point of starvation. There is 

plenty of pollen coming in but the plants are not secreting nectar owing to the dry conditions. Small colonies are 

at particular risk under these circumstances and unfortunately we have lost a couple of queen mating nucs at 

Dounhurst. We disrupt the normal workings of a colony when we take away their stores as we do when we 

remove the OSR honey for extraction. In most years the plants secrete nectar and although there are the 

occasional poor foraging days the bees are usually able to bring in more than they need for maintenance. Most 

of us in this area keep bees that will have a reasonable amount of food in the brood boxes, but bees that 

produce wood to wood brood will be at particular risk as there is much more brood and adult bees to feed and 

less food available. 

At the apiary we have fed 7 colonies urgently. We normally take food from those with surplus in the B/Cs and 

give to those that are short, but that has already been done and there is none spare. It is not a good idea to feed 

through supers as there is a risk that syrup will get stored in them. If there is no food in them then take them off 

and either shake the bees out or leave them outside for the bees to go home. Make sure there is no honey in 

them otherwise robbing could start. 

If a colony is on the point of starvation the bees will get slower and unable to take food from a feeder. They 

need food next to them so they can revive themselves, and then feed others. If you have a frame of open stores 

that would be useful, otherwise make up some syrup and dribble or spray it directly on the bees. Within a short 

time they should revive themselves, but do it in the evening to prevent robbing. Once they are fully mobile again 

you can give food in a normal feeder. If there is no food available bees are looking for some and that could be in 

other colonies. Don’t forget that starving bees can’t defend themselves and robbing will quickly get out of hand. 

If you let the situation get as bad as that you will cause a great setback for the colony as the queen will probably 

go off lay and existing brood could be destroyed. 

The last time we had a situation as bad as this was in 1976 where we had clear blue skies for several weeks and 

there was no nectar for bees to collect. I think the early spring will add to the problems as there will be a gap in 

forage even if conditions do improve. When the rain comes it needs to be gentle in order to penetrate the soil, 

otherwise it just runs off the surface and into the sea again. 

For the second year running I have spotted EFB in a teaching situation. In both cases there were only a small 

number of infected cells. This last case only had visible signs on one side of one comb and only 6-8 cells 

altogether. The apiary had EFB last year and was finally given the all clear a week before my inspection by the 

Bee Inspector. Absolutely no blame should be given to the Bee Inspector as it was only a very light infection and 

may not have been visible when they inspected. They are trained to find disease and as there was a history they 

would have probably looked more carefully than usual. 

It was absolutely by chance I found it and this is only the third time I have seen EFB in a colony, the first only 3-4 

years ago when I asked Alan Byham if he could arrange for WG members to visit the next time he came across 

the disease. This is after nearly half a century of beekeeping and seeing far more colonies than most people. The 

vast majority of beekeepers will never see foul brood and that’s the danger. This is why we should always check 

the first frame we take out of a colony that has brood in all stages and attend the Bee Health Days 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PATTERSON IN PRINT  - Continued 
 

We regularly organise where the Bee Inspectors bring samples in combs. These are brilliant for identification and 
understanding and I urge members to attend if possible. John is trying to organise one for later in the summer, so read 
your emails regularly. 
 
Our teaching encourages members to constantly check for disease and be able to recognise healthy brood. If there 
appears to be a problem then check it out. The Fera booklet states that foul brood is usually spread by the beekeeper 
and it is probably by the movement of combs where the main problems arise. There is unfortunately a view that if you 
disinfect your equipment between each hive you won’t get foul brood, but I think this gives the wrong message and 
many beekeepers simply think they are safe and don’t look for it. There is a place for apiary hygiene, but if you have 
foul brood in a colony that hasn’t been detected you won’t prevent its spread by disinfecting your equipment. Within 
the last week or so one beginner has bought bees that had EFB, luckily it was spotted and dealt with at an early stage. 
 
Disease is one reason why we should all be able to see eggs and larvae. There are absolutely no excuses now as 
Tom Moore has agreed to run the occasional clinic to help those with problems using a variety of methods including 
simple things like lights and magnifying glasses. Feedback from the first one was very encouraging and it’s kind of 
Tom to use a slight problem he has in order to help others. I accept the natural light at the apiary isn’t always good 
especially at evening meetings. 
 

Roger 

 

Pollen - Special Interest Group 
 

We all watch the bees bringing in pollen, and see it stored in the hive.  I am sure we all also wonder which 
plants it is coming from – especially when we see a range of colours and areas of the comb look like a 
stained-glass window. 
 
It is possible to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of pollen, its sources, structure and 
purpose.  None of this is essential to successful beekeeping, but I am aware that there are several members 
who might be interested in being part of a ‘special interest’ group on pollen.  This would include microscopy 
on pollen samples and perhaps on honey.  We can’t make much progress with a group until at least one or 
two people have had a bit of training, and I am currently looking at what might be available.  If there is 
enough interest we might even be able to get a high level specialist course run for us (either as a Division, 
or for all West Sussex Divisions) though this, run over 2 days, would probably cost around £100 per head. 
 
If you would be interested in joining a specialist pollen group (not necessarily involving any expense) please 
let me know by email.  I will record names of those interested, and keep all informed of what progress I 
make. 
 

Places are still available; Why not  

take the opportunity to discover 

more !! 



 

 

Other Special Interest Groups 
 
There are a number of other Specialist Groups that, if numbers are sufficient, that we can try and establish.   
 
They are: 
 
Microscopy:  This is probably the best known use of microscopes in connection with beekeeping. Some bee 
diseases can only be positively diagnosed with the aid of a microscope. Both Acarine and Nosema need 
microscopy to be positively diagnosed. With training, the foul broods can also be diagnosed in this way.   
 
 
Anatomy:  The in-depth study of honeybee anatomy reveals some amazing adaptations of the bee’s structure 
which have evolved to aid the bee in its daily tasks. 
 
 
 

Extracting Equipment 
 

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan. If you wish to “book” anything, please 

contact John Glover by Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com . 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements. 

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary for it to 

be collected and returned to John’s home address in Loxwood, unless otherwise agreed. 

 
Equipment available:-       3 frame extractor, Heated uncapping tray and knife,  50kg bottling tank with strainer 

 

 
 Bees for Sale 
 

Maarten Boers has bees for sale.  Please see below: 
 
The bees are well behaved black bees which would suit a beginner fine. I am only selling the (national) frames with 
brood, bees and a (2011) queen. Not included are the box, floor and roof. The bees are kept in Ashington and all my 
bees have been inspected by the bee inspector on 26 April before the Brinsbury auction this year. 
For any further information please contact me by email. 
Kind regards 
  
Maarten 
 
maartenboers1@hotmail.com 
 

WG Extraction – A Note of Thanks 
 
 
I would just like to thank all the members who helped with the honey extraction on  Saturday 21st at Loxwood 
I hope you all found the day interesting and for the members who have not been involved before found some 
useful information from the day. 
  
Thank You All 
 
Mike. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings throughout the summer (subject to stock). 

 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet .com  

so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there  

is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting. 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise. 

             
Frames  (frames are unassembled) 

DN1/BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers ………… 60p 

SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers ………………… 60p 
 

Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .………………………….………..…   £1.00 

    Full box (500 grams) ………..…………………………....   £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) ……………………………………..……..         40p 
 

Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone cell …… …………………….         50p 
 

Wired Brood ………………………………………………………………..            80p 
(Some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

 

Spacers 

Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………………    10p (20p/pair) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) ……………… £1.80/pair 

 

Sundries 

Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. ………………...    £1.25  

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………………....       £8.50 

Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ……………………………………………..   £4.00 

‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...……………      £5.00 
 

Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) ……………...   £2.10 

               Pack of 10 sachets ..  £20.00 

 

Payment can be made in cash, or by cheque.  Please make cheques payable to: 

 

 WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

Prices correct at March 2011. 
 

Brood frame + foundation £1.40 each (£15.40 for 11 to fill a national box) 

Super frame + foundation £1.10 each (£12.10 for 11 to fill a national super 
 

 


